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Semifinalists in the 2027 National Merit® Scholarship Program

(Evanston, Illinois) Today officials of National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC®)
announced the names of more than 16,000 Semifinalists in the 72”4 annual National Merit
Scholarship Program. These academically talented high school seniors have an opportunity to
continue in the competition for about 6,700 National Merit Scholarships worth approximately
$24 million that will be offered next spring. To be considered for a Merit Scholarship® award,
Semifinalists must fulfill several requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the competition.
About 95 percent of the Semifinalists are expected to attain Finalist standing, and approximately
half of the Finalists will win a National Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar®title.

NMSC, a not-for-profit organization that operates without government assistance, was
established in 1955 specifically to conduct the annual National Merit Scholarship Program.
Scholarships are underwritten by NMSC with its own funds and by about 260 business organiza-
tions, higher education institutions, and individual donors that share NMSC’s goals of honoring

the nation’s scholastic champions and encouraging the pursuit of academic excellence.

-more-
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Steps in the 2027 Competition

Over 1.2 million juniors in about 20,000 high schools entered the 2027 National Merit
Scholarship Program by taking the 2025 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen of program entrants. The nationwide pool
of Semifinalists, representing less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, includes the
highest-scoring entrants in each state. The number of Semifinalists in a state is proportional to the

state’s percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

To become a Finalist, the Semifinalist and a high school official must submit a detailed
scholarship application, in which they provide information about the Semifinalist’s academic record,
participation in school and community activities, demonstrated leadership abilities, employment,
and honors and awards received. A Semifinalist must have an outstanding academic record
throughout high school, be endorsed and recommended by a high school official, write an essay, and

earn SAT® or ACT® scores that confirm the student’s earlier performance on the qualifying test.

From over 16,000 Semifinalists, more than 15,000 are expected to advance to the Finalist
level, and in February they will be notified of this designation. All National Merit Scholarship
winners will be selected from this group of Finalists. Merit Scholar designees are selected on the
basis of their skills, accomplishments, and potential for success in rigorous college studies, without

regard to gender, race, ethnic origin, or religious preference.

National Merit Scholarships

Three types of National Merit Scholarships will be offered in the spring of 2027. Every
Finalist will compete for one of 2,500 National Merit® $2500 Scholarships that will be awarded
on a state-representational basis. About 700 corporate-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards will be
provided by approximately 120 corporations and business organizations for Finalists who meet their
specified criteria, such as children of the grantor’s employees or residents of communities where
sponsor plants or offices are located. In addition, about 140 colleges and universities are expected
to finance some 3,500 college-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards for Finalists who will attend the

sponsor institution.

National Merit Scholarship winners of 2027 will be announced in four nationwide news re-
leases beginning in April and concluding in July. These scholarship recipients will join over 395,000
other distinguished young people who have earned the Merit Scholar title.

# O#  #

NMSC, National Merit, Merit Scholarship, Merit Scholar, and the corporate “Lamp of Learning” logo —! are federally registered service
marks of National Merit Scholarship Corporation. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of National Merit Scholarship Corporation and College
Board. SAT is a registered trademark of College Board. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc.



Semifinalists: 2027 National
Merit Scholarship Program

GEORGIA

ACWORTH
ALLATOONAH. S.
Siedman, Isabelle

HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL
Gijertsen, Valor E.

ADAIRSVILLE
ADAIRSVILLE H. S.
Kennedy, Tristan

ALPHARETTA
ALPHARETTAH. S.

Breland, Andrew L.
Chen, Owen
Ding, Kate Y.
Dunmire, Thomas R.
Khurana, Neil
Nambi, Eshaan
Satpute, Uma S.
Uzebu, Osazuwa B.
Zhang, Andy A.

DENMARK H. S.
Garg, Saksham
Gupta, Sachit
Karri, Moushmi
Mohanty, Sai Shayank
Panshikar, Palash
Punuru, Sreeja
Puppala, Rohan
Rehan, Md
Rehman, Hanan
Seemakurty, Srihan
Singh, Naunidh
Sumith, Tejas Singh
Tagadur, Trijal
Thota, Surdeep
Tumu, Srihas
Valiveti, Nitya
Venkateswaran, Dheerra Nandan
Vettrivelou, Shraddha
Wang, Daniel

FULTON SCIENCE ACADEMY
PRIVATE SCHOOL
Boyd, Ryder
Cao, Peiyan
Goldstein, Gianna
Inavolu, Neel
Quattlebaum, Daniel
Rong, Annabel
Shah, Ritvik
Tsai, Allison
Wang, Sophia
Watson, Archer
Zhang, Anna

HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL
Crouch, Richard W.

INNOVATION ACADEMY
Ankrom, Pierce D.
Aylsworth, Mary A.
Baysden, Bryce R.
Gadi, Varun
Gunnels, Grant A.

Huff, Abigail G.

lyer, Shaun V.

Liu, Madison A.

Nair, Arjun A.

Nath, Rebanto
Nguyen, Brian T.
Nimmalapudi, Tanush I.
Sawant, Srishti S.
Senthilkumar, Rohit
Sivaganesh, Medhya
Yeturi, Sourish R.

KING'S RIDGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Neal, Robert

ATHENS
ATHENS ACADEMY
Alexander, Sumit M.

Chester, James N.
Gabara, Milo D.
McPherson-Kim, Chloe Y.
Thrift, Noam K.

CLARKE CENTRAL H. S.
Dillies, Andreas
Lee, Justin
Lorenzini, Samuel

ATLANTA
ATLANTA CLASSICAL ACADEMY
CHARTER SCHOOL
Hunter, Benjamin J.
Mooney, Katherine C.

ATLANTA INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL

Aziz, Abdulkareem

Gupta, Utshaho

ATLANTA JEWISH ACADEMY
Bendicoff, Gavriel
Graber, Ami
Sadinoff, Amitai

CHAMBLEE CHARTER H. S.
Bragg, Kelton
Crooks, Logan
Daniel, Neil
Dyer, Nicholas
Gurram, Megha
Hertz, Micah
Pallan, Kavi
Thomas, Katherine
Vacha, Diya

BEN FRANKLIN ACADEMY
Pan, Colin Z.
Ryan, Piper T.

THE GALLOWAY SCHOOL
Blalock, Tully T.
Murphy, Isabella
Rowe, Ana

HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL

Carleton, Natalie
Graebner, Matthew C.

LAKESIDE H. S.
Allin, Raphaelle
Brodine, Nealon L.
Stucky, Dylan C.

LOVETT SCHOOL
Cain, Allison R.
Dawson, Mary K.
Patel, Keyuri K.
Zelnak, Catherine G.

MARIST SCHOOL
Clamp, Caleb
Hewitt, Ryan
Kim, Irene J.
Knowles, Winlon

MIDTOWN H. S.
Caudle, Nash A.
Elliott, Vincent A.
Hyken, Daniel C.
Mahony, Aine S.
Wasick, Phoebe C.

NORTH ATLANTA H. S.
DiCristina, Lily S.
Ferguson, Gwyneth V.
Middleton, Adelaide L.
Parks, James T.

PACE ACADEMY
Agharkar, Shaan
Blatt, Brendan
Goldstrom, Connor J.
Narula, Neal Y.
Padmanabhan, Sriarvind

PAIDEIA SCHOOL
Brown, Sawyer C.
Cheng, Hudson C.
Fu, Ethan
James, Whitaker L.
Kedar, Gayatri
Kingsley, Oliver
Luo, En C.

McCarthy, Grace

Ritchie, Zane
Sommerfeld, Charlotte G.
Subramanian, Saurav

ST. PIUS X CATHOLIC H. S.
Nolin, Sydney

THE WEBER SCHOOL
Kalmin, Benjamin

THE WESTMINSTER SCHOOLS
Barger, Amara K.
Bateman, Callan R.
Bateman, Harper A.
Bell, Anselm
Bell, Maximilian
Bhatia, Kabir
Bhattacharyya, Aryana
Carroll, Thomas B.
Castro-Balbi, Leonardo B.
Chen, Alexander S.
Chen, Andrew Z.
Collie, Judson H.

Fink, Asher J.

Gao, Isabel Q.

Gira, William P.
Gonzalez, Erick
Harless, Jackson C.
Hart, Sophia M.

Hu, Jiabo J.

Jiang, Eric

Lanier, Elle P.
Medor, Colin M.
Miller, John E.
Mogos, William
Nandwana, Sona M.
Nath, Jayan

Piedad, Isabel G.
Roberts, Wyatt J.
Roselli, Celeste K.
Shash, Aleena
Sugden, Samuel Alexander C.
Weng, Jiayi

Wilson, Lucas H.
Woodrum, Charlotte M.
Yao, Ryan

Yin, Sophia

Yu, Dylan

AUGUSTA

AQUINAS H. S.
Lovello, William

AUGUSTA PREPARATORY
DAY SCHOOL
Kho, Aidan

JOHN S. DAVIDSON FINE ARTS
MAGNET SCHOOL
Moon, Caroline

WESTMINSTER SCHOOLS
OF AUGUSTA
Stansfield, Charlotte T.

BOGART
NORTH OCONEE H. S.
Avelar, Nicolas Z.
Campbell, Katherine J.
Huang, Alex Z.
Kroll, Michael M.

BROOKLET
SOUTHEAST BULLOCH
COUNTY H. S.

Wau, Justine R.

BRUNSWICK
GLYNN ACADEMY H. S.
McCreary, Mark

BUFORD
BUFORD H. S.
Tudor, Jennifer M.

SECKINGER H. S.
Dirius, Kyle C.

Wilson, Aaron
Yoon, Paul J.

CALHOUN
CALHOUN H. S.
Eickman, Anne F.

CANTON
CHEROKEE H. S.
Desai, Kavya R.
Flournoy, Madeline E.
Mizelle, William C.

CREEKVIEW H. S.
Cromer, Emeline Y.
Greenwell, Marley

SEQUOYAHH. S.
Griffies, Luke B.
Severson, Alexander J.

CARTERSVILLE
WOODLAND H. S.
Brinkley, Ingrid

COCHRAN
BLECKLEY COUNTY H. S.
Murray, Ethan C.

COLLEGE PARK
WOODWARD ACADEMY
Alagharu, Rishab S.
Jain, Rishi
Manikin, Lucas R.
Piyasena, Arun R.
Sloan, George

COLUMBUS
BROOKSTONE SCHOOL
Lopez, Max

COLUMBUS H. S.
Adkins, Anthony L.
Anand, Utkarsh
Biswal, Priyanshu
Carroll, Talmage P.
Morpeth, Jake W.

RAINEY MC CULLERS SCHOOL OF
THE ARTS
Hendrix, John H.

NORTHSIDE H. S.
Willis, Lauren

CONYERS
ROCKDALE COUNTY H. S.
Fowler, Myles D.

CUMMING

ALLIANCE ACADEMY

FOR INNOVATION
Androlla, Iksha
Gaonkar, Nikhil
Kumar, Shaurya
Maheshwaran, Manas V.
Narayan, Aarav
Penmatsa, Sree H.
Pradhan, Anisha
Sathish Kumar, Pranesh
Shah, Keshav
Thummalapalli, Abhiram
Varikallu, Ganesh Hari Kaustubh

FORSYTH CENTRAL H. S.
Kothanda Raman, Niranjan
Kumbhani, Nirja
Pokala, Hasini

HORIZON CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Gomez, Nathan

SOUTH FORSYTH H. S.
Ainapurapu, Sreekar
Anand, Saumya
Bajaj, Arshia
Balaji, Hasini
Bandari, Prabhat K.
Chelikani, Surya
Deodhar, Maanas
Desai, Aarna
Gao, Kelvin
Jampala, Tanish
Karve, Soham
Kurra, Saahithi
Mittal, Anushka
Nuthalapati, Siri



Semifinalists: 2027 National Merit Scholarship Program

Georg ia (continued)

Panchangam, Karthik N.
Patel, Ansh

Patel, Ishi A.

Prakash, Harshavardhan
Rohitas, Yuvika

Senthil Kumaran, Joshita
Shah, Syon

Shome, Anirudh

Van Peteghem, Henry
Wei, Shicheng

WEST FORSYTH H. S.
Joshi, Sincha Nirguna
Naso, Thomas
Rajesh, Naresh Nagappa
Yella, Vamsi

DACULA
DACULAH. S.
Awva, Sai Sathvik
Pierre, Claude-Henry M.

DAHLONEGA
LUMPKIN COUNTY H. S.
Fugich, Jack I.

DECATUR
DECATURH. S.
Clark, Sophia M.
Hoppin, Charlotte J.
Jiang, Sophia
Li, Albert M.
Ran, Leona

DULUTH
GEORGIA CONNECTIONS
ACADEMY
Wang, Iris

NORTHVIEW H. S.
Boggavarapu, Ridhi
Chow, Emily W.
Claret, Ray Y.
Ganguly, Ayan S.
Gupta, Ishaan
Ji, Catherine
Jin, Michael
Kang, Aiden S.
Kroll, Logan H.

Lee, HyunSoo

Liu, Allen J.

Liu, Jeremy Z.

Liu, Nelson S.
Polavarapu, Shreya
Prahalad, Aishvarya
Sathish Kumar, Pranav
Shah, Aanya M.
Solomon, Nile H.
Wang, Jiayu

Wang, Zizhan

Woo, Chloe K.
Yang, Katherine
Yuen, Derek J.

Zou, Justin L.

NOTRE DAME ACADEMY
Lischerelli, Christopher

DUNWOODY
DUNWOODY H. S.
Aluru, Sri Sai Ashritha
Satish, Mihir S.

EVANS
GREENBRIER H. S.
Miao, Ryan
Norris, Landon

LAKESIDE H. S.
Lakkimsetti, Saisurya
Liu, Stephen
Shetty, Dev
Shetty, Jay
Xu, Hanna
Zucco, Karina

FAIRBURN
LANDMARK CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Mullis, Anna

JOHNS CREEK
CHATTAHOOCHEE H. S.

Chanda, Prinsha
Deshpande, Achyut
El-Zahabi, Samy B.
Hu, Helena

Huang, Caroline Y.
Lao, Andrew Y.
Moelich, Lily H.
Pradeep, Abhinav K.
Prasad, Dev

Qian, Amber L.

JOHNS CREEK H. S.

Chen, Alyssa Y.
Chen, Isabel C.
Chen, Shinyue

Fan, Kevin L.
Habban, Fatarrasyad F.
Huang, Amber
John, Dennis G.
Kakarla, Spoorthi
Kejriwal, Ishaan M.
Khurana, Diya

Lau, Eleisha K.

Lee, Byungwoo A.
Liu, Amy

Rasheed, Aiza S.
Ravikumar, Akhilesh
Shenoy, Krish J.
Shrivastava, Akshita
Singh, Arsheya
Suyal, Lochan V.
Tong, William Y.

Xu, Dennis O.

Xue, Evan

Yoder, Eli L.

Yun, Zitong

JONESBORO

ELITE SCHOLARS ACADEMY
McNab, Ishan J.

KATHLEEN
VETERANS H. S.

Matthews, Aaron T.

KENNESAW

HARRISON H. S.
Najarro, Lucas
Pasanen, Zachary

KENNESAW MOUNTAIN H. S.
Kim, Haeum
Kondragunta, Neeraj
McLain, Austin
Thomas, Alexis

MOUNT PARAN
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Gilmore, Aaron K.
Jones, Matthew J.

KINGSLAND

CAMDEN COUNTY H. S.
Eddy, Nathaniel F.

LA GRANGE

LA GRANGE ACADEMY
Kim, Sowon

LAWRENCEVILLE

GWINNETT SCHOOL OF
MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE,

AND TECHNOLOGY

Abraham, Charis A.
Ayalew, Biruk A.

Byun, Aiden C.

Chen, Muxian

Escario, Ethan David H.
Gatla, Tanay R.

Go, Alastair A.

Jones, Richard L.
Kalasapakkam Seenuva,
Vishnuvyas

Kim, Alysia E.

Kim, Benjamin M.

Lin, Sukie

Lu, Alexander L.
Mahajan, Jiya

Nguyen, Andrew V.
Nguyen, Quoc-Khanh
Oh, Julia Y.

Pallapolu, Vishnu S.
Ramos, Lauren Gabrielle D.
Santoso, Thomas E.
Scott, Cooper J.

Suh, Minju M.

Tang, Kyle D.
Tendolkar, Niki S.
Tiruwuha, Amanda T.
Woo, Hannah Y.
Zheng, Daniel

LILBURN
BERKMAR H. S.
Tran, Joseph Q.

PARKVIEW H. S.
Howard, Steven H.
Patel, Upasana K.
Yuan, Sophia

LOGANVILLE
GRAYSON H. S.
Acosta-Pliego, Giovanni

MACON
ACADEMY FOR
CLASSICAL EDUCATION
Robine, Anna G.

MOUNT DE SALES ACADEMY
Rissler, Peter
Wong, Trisdayle

STRATFORD ACADEMY
Wang, Andy

MARIETTA
LASSITER H. S.
Aremanda, Adwita
Ganguly, Kanav
Mazukna, Luka
Menard, Xavier
Veras, Tristin

MARIETTAH. S.
Minahan, Katie

ALAN C. POPE H. S.
Blackwell, Sarah
Law, John

WALKER SCHOOL
Foster, Jack
Tu, Raymond

WALTON H. S.
Bates, Meredith
Baumann, Julian
Borra, Pranavi
Cappallo, Blake
Chen, Aaron
Croom, Gavin
Ding, Alexandra
Figueroa, Stella
Gustason, Noelle
He, Jessica
Henry Arockiaraj, Herbert Nicholas
Kapoor, Neil
Landrum, Jack
Mohanty, Ria
Muthu, Maya
Nguyen, Minh
Pandya, Saarth
Pei, William
Prakash, Shreya
Ritter, Julian
Tummala, Aaruhya
Valeti, Kashyap
Wolfe-Tham, Jasper
Zhou, Brady

WHEELER H. S.
Amerault, Caleb
Anderson, Trevor
Aragon, Rafael
Deng, Nathan W.
Fang, Eason
Heuser, Charles
Hong, Jack
Krishna, Vyom
Mok, Aaron
Nigam, Nevaan
Patel, Shreyan
Peterson, Lars
SenthilKumar, Pranav
Squires, Andrew
Stafford, Daniel
Upadhyay, Falak

MC DONOUGH
EAGLE'S LANDING H. S.
Patel, Bhavi R.

MILTON
CAMBRIDGE H. S.
Dhir, Ruhaan
Gerber, Charles E.
Gogate, Ayaan S.
Liang, Tianyu
Shapiro, Jonah R.

MILTON H. S.
Baker, Layla K.
Kim, David M.
McLoughlin, Michael K.
Qureshi, Zaha Z.
Thai, Jonathan T.
Vijayan, Ishant

MONROE
GEORGE WALTON ACADEMY
Akin, Phillip

MOUNT AIRY
TRINITY CLASSICAL SCHOOL
Ellis, Samuel

NEWNAN
NEWNAN H. S.
Ellis, John

NORCROSS
PAUL DUKE STEM H. S.
Chaffer, Alyssa K.

GREATER ATLANTA
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Crumpler, Campbell M.
Nguyen, Nguyen H.
Pi, Seunghoon

NORCROSS H. S.
Betteridge, Alison
Chen, Alisa T.
Dommert, Sophia E.
Ngo, Sara K.

Wu, James Y.

PEACHTREE CITY
MC INTOSH H. S.
Bryant, Addison E.
Chan, Muriel M.
Johnston, Graham J.
Lin, Yuyu
Oh, Elliot S.

PEACHTREE CORNERS

WESLEYAN SCHOOL
Boyd, Hope A.
Lamas, Anastasia K.
Little, Jeffrey P.
Phipps, Austin J.
Sancheti, Shaan B.
Tang, Isabelle G.

RICHMOND HILL
HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL
Lenix, Seth

RICHMOND HILL H. S.
Gilles, Lukas A.
Wairagu, Gloria W.

ROME
DARLINGTON SCHOOL
Qiu, Jingxuan

ROME H. S.
Garg, Isha

ROSWELL
BLESSED TRINITY CATHOLIC H. S.
Sivy, Christopher A.

CENTENNIAL H. S.
Finley, Sheppard M.

FELLOWSHIP CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Farrant, Eli D.

FULTON ACADEMY OF
VIRTUAL EXCELLENCE
Morantz, Mylo A.
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Georg ia (continued)

SANDY SPRINGS
RIVERWOOD INTERNATIONAL
CHARTER SCHOOL

Soltero, Samuel T.
Weiss, Micah A.

SAVANNAH
HABERSHAM SCHOOL
Traut, Henry C.

SAVANNAH ARTS ACADEMY
Dornberger, Erica

SMYRNA
WHITEFIELD ACADEMY
Campbell, James

SNELLVILLE
BROOKWOOD H. S.
Igbal, Shershah M.
Nguyen, Ngan K.
Nguyen, Ryan H.

STONE MOUNTAIN
DE KALB EARLY
COLLEGE ACADEMY

Grier, Jacob

SUGAR HILL

LANIER H. S.
Bhatia, Kuvam
Chang, Mingyu

SUGAR HILL CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
Butler, Serena

SUWANEE

LAMBERT H. S.
Abburi, Chaitanya
Acharyabhatta, Abhinav R.
Annapureddy, Veeksha R.
Anumukonda, Keerthana S.
Anupindi, Dhruti
Arun, Arkita
Baek, Ethan
Bhatt, Shlok
Bollepalli, Sathvik S.
Dahagam, Anika
Deorukhkar, Gauri M.
DeShong, Madeline A.
Edara, Medha Sree
Fernandes, Nikhil
Hemanth, Aditi
Joshi, Vaaruni Nikhil
Kadem, Aniket
Kantareddy, Riddhi R.
Kaushik, Rohan
Konchada, Samvid
Kotla, Vivan
Kumar, Nabhya
Li, Daniel
Liew, Keyi C.
Luo, Candace P.
Meseret, Matthew T.
Nag, Anushka
Palkar, Siddhant M.
Patel, Deven A.
Poonepalle, Harsha S.
Prashanth, Chinmay
Prayagai, Aditya K.
Ramineni, Sneha
Rao, Ashvik
Rehlan, Manan
Sriram, Arjun
Vats, Neal
Verma, Sarah
Wang, Alissa Q.
Yang, Edison

NORTH GWINNETT H. S.
Ahn, Ashley B.
Calin, Emmal I.
Cho, Joshua Y.
Choi, Yerin
Desai, Abhinav S.
Gandhi, Neeral T.
Kelly, James B.
Kim, Joanna
Lee, Hyuna
Lee, James K.

Lin, Duo
Medlock, Audrey E.
Owen, Jasmine Z.

Park, Hailey H.

Patel, Aarav R.

Rice, Emma M.
Singam, Sadhana
Traykova, Katherina P.
Whitehead, Brandon F.

PEACHTREE RIDGE H. S.
Choi, Jayden
Choi, Kayden
Han, Alex C.
Han, Emily C.
Lee, Nicole
Oh, Tony J.
Patel, Harsh H.
Shu, Eric
Soh, Kailyn J.

THOMASVILLE
THOMAS COUNTY CENTRAL H. S.
Graves, Xavier J.

TYRONE
HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL
Murphy, Hudson L.

SANDY CREEK H. S.
Morano, Simon

WATKINSVILLE
OCONEE COUNTY H. S.
Doshi, Saahil
Welch, Porter D.

WOODSTOCK
ETOWAHH. S.
Bellamkonda, Maanas
Pandya, Rohan S.



