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Advance:  For release on Wednesday, September 9, 2026

Note to editors: Semifi nalists in your state are listed alphabetically by city and 
high school following this press release.
This material is prepared solely for news media to announce the names of 
Semifi nalists; its use for any other purpose is prohibited.

 Semifi nalists in the 2027 National Merit® Scholarship Program 

  (Evanston, Illinois) Today offi  cials of National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC®) 
announced the names of more than 16,000 Semifi nalists in the 72nd annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program. These academically talented high school seniors have an opportunity to 
continue in the competition for about 6,700 National Merit Scholarships worth approximately 
$24 million that will be off ered next spring. To be considered for a Merit Scholarship® award, 
Semifi nalists must fulfi ll several requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the competition. 
About 95 percent of the Semifi nalists are expected to attain Finalist standing, and approximately 
half of the Finalists will win a National Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar® title.

NMSC, a not-for-profi t organization that operates without government assistance, was 
established in 1955 specifi cally to conduct the annual National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Scholarships are underwritten by NMSC with its own funds and by about 260 business organiza-
tions, higher education institutions, and individual donors that share NMSC’s goals of honoring 
the nation’s scholastic champions and encouraging the pursuit of academic excellence. 

-more-

Caution: Using numbers of Semifi nalists to compare high schools, educational systems, or 
states will result in erroneous conclusions. The National Merit® Scholarship Program honors 
individual students who show exceptional academic ability and potential for success in rigorous 
college studies. The program does not measure the quality or eff ectiveness of education 
within a school, system, or state. For more information about the competition, please visit 
www.nationalmerit.org.

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP CORPORATION
1560 Sherman Avenue, Suite 200, Evanston, Illinois 60201-4897  (847) 866-5100

Contact: Matthew Budreau Phone: (847) 866-5100
 Public Information Email: mediainfo@nmerit.net
  Website: www.nationalmerit.org
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 Steps in the 2027 Competition  
 Over 1.2 million juniors in about 20,000 high schools entered the 2027 National Merit 

Scholarship Program by taking the 2025 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen of program entrants. The nationwide pool 
of Semifi nalists, representing less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, includes the 
highest-scoring entrants in each state. The number of Semifi nalists in a state is proportional to the 
state’s percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

To become a Finalist, the Semifi nalist and a high school offi  cial must submit a detailed 
scholarship application, in which they provide information about the Semifi nalist’s academic record, 
participation in school and community activities, demonstrated leadership abilities, employment, 
and honors and awards received. A Semifi nalist must have an outstanding academic record 
throughout high school, be endorsed and recommended by a high school offi  cial, write an essay, and 
earn SAT® or ACT® scores that confi rm the student’s earlier performance on the qualifying test.

From over 16,000 Semifi nalists, more than 15,000 are expected to advance to the Finalist 
level, and in February they will be notifi ed of this designation. All National Merit Scholarship 
winners will be selected from this group of Finalists. Merit Scholar designees are selected on the 
basis of their skills, accomplishments, and potential for success in rigorous college studies, without 
regard to gender, race, ethnic origin, or religious preference. 

 National Merit Scholarships 
 Three types of National Merit Scholarships will be off ered in the spring of 2027. Every 

Finalist will compete for one of 2,500 National Merit® $2500 Scholarships that will be awarded 
on a state-representational basis. About 700 corporate-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards will be 
provided by approximately 120 corporations and business organizations for Finalists who meet their 
specifi ed criteria, such as children of the grantor’s employees or residents of communities where 
sponsor plants or offi  ces are located. In addition, about 140 colleges and universities are expected 
to fi nance some 3,500 college-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards for Finalists who will attend the 
sponsor institution.

National Merit Scholarship winners of 2027 will be announced in four nationwide news re-
leases beginning in April and concluding in July. These scholarship recipients will join over 395,000 
other distinguished young people who have earned the Merit Scholar title.

 #       #       # 

NMSC, National Merit, Merit Scholarship, Merit Scholar, and the corporate “Lamp of Learning” logo    are federally registered service 
marks of National Merit Scholarship Corporation. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of National Merit Scholarship Corporation and College 
Board. SAT is a registered trademark of College Board. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc.
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MISSISSIPPI

BAY ST. LOUIS
ST. STANISLAUS CATHOLIC H. S.

Henley, Blake

BILOXI
BILOXI H. S.

Chen, Michael

ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC H. S.
Cloud, Aidan

CALEDONIA
CALEDONIA H. S.

Brown, Brody J.

CLINTON
CLINTON H. S.

Cheruku, Aashrita S.
Crane, Annabel
Tracy, Jackson R.

COLLINSVILLE
WEST LAUDERDALE H. S.

Knight, Gavin L.
West, Joel R.

COLUMBUS
HERITAGE ACADEMY

Dawson, Robert
Garner, Thomas

MISSISSIPPI SCHOOL FOR
MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE

Chen, Christopher
Choi, Amy
Chung, Katie
Clemons, Hutchinson J.
Diamond, Samantha V.
Tan, Angelina E.
Tran, Khang H.
Venkat, Maya S.

CORINTH
CORINTH H. S.

Senf, Thomas R.

ELLISVILLE
SOUTH JONES H. S.

Banes, Joseph E.

FLORENCE
FLORENCE H. S.

Bishop, Dawson E.

FLOWOOD
NORTHWEST RANKIN H. S.

Herrington, Ann P.
Hopkins, George H.

GREENVILLE
WASHINGTON SCHOOL

Thakare, Rohan

GULFPORT
GULFPORT H. S.

Bascomb, Skyler L.
Juraszek, Andrew S.
Palma Palacios, Jonathan A.

HATTIESBURG
OAK GROVE H. S.

Denham, Price J.
Whittington, Justin G.
Xie, Jiarui M.

HERNANDO
HERNANDO H. S.

Cao, William
Gilbert, Brookelynn J.
Hendricks, Jeremiah P.
Lowther, Janie E.
Luther, Amanda L.
Matheney, Tristan T.
Nak, Sivmeng

Rodriguez Ramos, Anawin
Saurage, Madison G.

JACKSON
HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL

Meredith, Robert J.

JACKSON ACADEMY
Borne, Elizabeth
Garrard, May

JACKSON PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Jordan, Caroline R.
Wang, Adrianna
Wang, Brianna

MURRAH H. S.
Hansen, Miles P.

KILN
HANCOCK H. S.

Moore, Paul

LAKE CORMORANT
LAKE CORMORANT H. S.

McClain, Ethan

MADISON
GERMANTOWN H. S.

Moore, Audrey
Williamsen, Katelyn

MADISON - RIDGELAND ACADEMY
Stevens, Anna L.

MADISON CENTRAL H. S.
Abraham, Arianna
Aguilar, Cooper
Barrett, Devan
Bland, Michael
Brannon, Evan
Cooley, Bella
Eleraky, Yousef
Huerkamp, Tyler
Jalf, Amiteshwar
Janorkar, Sanika
Martin, Jessie
McCay, Braden
Pang, Bruce
Phyfer, Sophia
Pound, Thomas
Raush, Allie
Richardson, Conner
Sullivan, Scarlett
Travis, Hannah
Walker, Kimbell
Wang, Lucas
Wei, Edmond
Yerra, Partha

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Jones, Luke K.

MERIDIAN
LAMAR SCHOOL

Ross, James L.
Stewart, Jon C.

OCEAN SPRINGS
OCEAN SPRINGS H. S.

Bowie, Andrew H.
Littles, Benjamin B.
Murray, Campbell K.
Norris, Maxwell D.
Skrmetta, Damien A.
Smith, Claudia R.
Spencer, Taylor S.
Tyndall, Zachariah A.
Wilkins, Lucy J.

OLIVE BRANCH
CENTER HILL H. S.

Anderson, Isabel
Dunnigan, Ashton
Quach, Minh
Williams, Jada

LEWISBURG H. S.
Barker, Baylie K.
Clay, Logan R.
Clenney, Micah R.
Jones, Danni L.
Jones, Lucas W.
Pinckley, Samuel O.
Qiu, Daren
Treadway, Lydia K.

OLIVE BRANCH H. S.
Dina, Ian C.
Pike, Emily G.
Wallace, Xenia G.

OXFORD
HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL

Beach, Colin

LAFAYETTE H. S.
Todd, Noah

OXFORD H. S.
Chen, Winnie
Coughlin, Lily K.
Percy, William
Still, Michael B.
Wigginton, Aubrey
Wilson, Hugh
Woo, Yewon

PASS CHRISTIAN
PASS CHRISTIAN H. S.

Bosarge, Alex J.
Kelly Jr, Steven L.
Ladner, Carter S.
Nguyen, Jocelyn T.
Wittmann, Kyle F.

PETAL
PETAL H. S.

BarrigaAguilera, Ricardo A.
Walker, Elizabeth K.
Watkins, Abigail D.

PONTOTOC
SOUTH PONTOTOC H. S.

Pettit, Karson R.

RIDGELAND
CHRIST COVENANT SCHOOL

Baker, Daphney
Penny, Robert

RIDGELAND H. S.
Singh, Gurwarisdeep

ST. ANDREW'S EPISCOPAL
SCHOOL

Bhagat, Johann R.
Han, Johnny
Khadivi, Melissa
Liu, Patrick
Maheshwari, Kavya
Petrosyan, Victoria
Skelton, William
Turnage, Eloise

SOUTHAVEN
DE SOTO CENTRAL H. S.

Dendy, Brayden T.
Edwards, Ellen C.
Farmer, Boston M.
Groves, Kenna E.
Stratton, Fletcher N.

NORTHPOINT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
Collins, Keaton
Denton, Alicyn
Moore, Gavin
Sides, Emma

SOUTHAVEN H. S.
Crum, Zane

STARKVILLE
STARKVILLE H. S.

Horan, Ella

TUPELO
TUPELO H. S.

Pannell, John D.
Payne, Boston A.

UTICA
HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL

Baig, Samuel


