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Advance:  For release on Wednesday, September 9, 2026

Note to editors: Semifi nalists in your state are listed alphabetically by city and 
high school following this press release.
This material is prepared solely for news media to announce the names of 
Semifi nalists; its use for any other purpose is prohibited.

 Semifi nalists in the 2027 National Merit® Scholarship Program 

  (Evanston, Illinois) Today offi  cials of National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC®) 
announced the names of more than 16,000 Semifi nalists in the 72nd annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program. These academically talented high school seniors have an opportunity to 
continue in the competition for about 6,700 National Merit Scholarships worth approximately 
$24 million that will be off ered next spring. To be considered for a Merit Scholarship® award, 
Semifi nalists must fulfi ll several requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the competition. 
About 95 percent of the Semifi nalists are expected to attain Finalist standing, and approximately 
half of the Finalists will win a National Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar® title.

NMSC, a not-for-profi t organization that operates without government assistance, was 
established in 1955 specifi cally to conduct the annual National Merit Scholarship Program. 
Scholarships are underwritten by NMSC with its own funds and by about 260 business organiza-
tions, higher education institutions, and individual donors that share NMSC’s goals of honoring 
the nation’s scholastic champions and encouraging the pursuit of academic excellence. 

-more-

Caution: Using numbers of Semifi nalists to compare high schools, educational systems, or 
states will result in erroneous conclusions. The National Merit® Scholarship Program honors 
individual students who show exceptional academic ability and potential for success in rigorous 
college studies. The program does not measure the quality or eff ectiveness of education 
within a school, system, or state. For more information about the competition, please visit 
www.nationalmerit.org.

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP CORPORATION
1560 Sherman Avenue, Suite 200, Evanston, Illinois 60201-4897  (847) 866-5100

Contact: Matthew Budreau Phone: (847) 866-5100
 Public Information Email: mediainfo@nmerit.net
  Website: www.nationalmerit.org
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 Steps in the 2027 Competition  
 Over 1.2 million juniors in about 20,000 high schools entered the 2027 National Merit 

Scholarship Program by taking the 2025 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying 
Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen of program entrants. The nationwide pool 
of Semifi nalists, representing less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, includes the 
highest-scoring entrants in each state. The number of Semifi nalists in a state is proportional to the 
state’s percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

To become a Finalist, the Semifi nalist and a high school offi  cial must submit a detailed 
scholarship application, in which they provide information about the Semifi nalist’s academic record, 
participation in school and community activities, demonstrated leadership abilities, employment, 
and honors and awards received. A Semifi nalist must have an outstanding academic record 
throughout high school, be endorsed and recommended by a high school offi  cial, write an essay, and 
earn SAT® or ACT® scores that confi rm the student’s earlier performance on the qualifying test.

From over 16,000 Semifi nalists, more than 15,000 are expected to advance to the Finalist 
level, and in February they will be notifi ed of this designation. All National Merit Scholarship 
winners will be selected from this group of Finalists. Merit Scholar designees are selected on the 
basis of their skills, accomplishments, and potential for success in rigorous college studies, without 
regard to gender, race, ethnic origin, or religious preference. 

 National Merit Scholarships 
 Three types of National Merit Scholarships will be off ered in the spring of 2027. Every 

Finalist will compete for one of 2,500 National Merit® $2500 Scholarships that will be awarded 
on a state-representational basis. About 700 corporate-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards will be 
provided by approximately 120 corporations and business organizations for Finalists who meet their 
specifi ed criteria, such as children of the grantor’s employees or residents of communities where 
sponsor plants or offi  ces are located. In addition, about 140 colleges and universities are expected 
to fi nance some 3,500 college-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards for Finalists who will attend the 
sponsor institution.

National Merit Scholarship winners of 2027 will be announced in four nationwide news re-
leases beginning in April and concluding in July. These scholarship recipients will join over 395,000 
other distinguished young people who have earned the Merit Scholar title.

 #       #       # 

NMSC, National Merit, Merit Scholarship, Merit Scholar, and the corporate “Lamp of Learning” logo    are federally registered service 
marks of National Merit Scholarship Corporation. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of National Merit Scholarship Corporation and College 
Board. SAT is a registered trademark of College Board. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc.
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NEW MEXICO

ALBUQUERQUE
ALBUQUERQUE ACADEMY

Cottrill, Sabina M.
Grandhe, Arjun P.
Hanna, Adrian
Jacoby, Lur V.
Nguyen, Sophia H.
Padilla, Chiara M.
Sanchez, Diego C.
Sankaran, Sowmya S.
Sathish, Anisha
Shelton, Ida R.
Zhao, Jia Run

ALBUQUERQUE H. S.
Hartman, Alessandro
Zeek, Caroline

ALBUQUERQUE INSTITUTE FOR
MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE

Girroir, Gianna
Kerr, Peyton
Trinh, Dylan

COLLEGE AND CAREER H. S.
Kay, Parker C.

COTTONWOOD CLASSICAL
PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Dye, Caleb
Dye, Leah
Griego, Lucas
Ilgen, Ruslan
Sanchez, Adia
Walsh-Dilley, Huck

EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY
Swan, Lucia

ELDORADO H. S.
Shulenburger, Anna
Van Note, Connor
Yassin, Ronny

EXPLORE ACADEMY
Compton, Tobias
Rowan, Austin S.

LA CUEVA H. S.
Chang, Joanna
Dhonau-Egan, Elsa
Elmazi, Safia
Ganti, Aditi
Hays, Elise
Hsieh, Grace
Jones, Ethan
Kim, Euiryeon
Kotze, Paul
Landaker, Sapphire
Morgan, Sarah
Nyalakanti, Saina
Rodriguez, Joaquin
Si, James
Thiel-Hadjilambrinos, Dylan
Wei, Clara
Yang, Norah

MENAUL SCHOOL
Nguyen, Thanh B.

SANDIA H. S.
Hibbs, Julia
Penick, Allen

ST. PIUS X H. S.
Ong, Ethan
Wells, Griffin

VOLCANO VISTA H. S.
Pankretz, Aaron M.

CARLSBAD
CARLSBAD H. S.

Trevino, Matteo

HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL
Delafosse, Ava

CORRALES
HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL

Nugent, Kathryn

EDGEWOOD
ESTANCIA VALLEY
CLASSICAL ACADEMY

Moore, Amelia

FARMINGTON
FARMINGTON H. S.

Pomeroy, Joseph R.

PIEDRA VISTA H. S.
Holmes, Aden

LAS CRUCES
CENTENNIAL H. S.

Dowell, Ronan
Lee, Annie

MESILLA VALLEY
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

Rydecki, Lucas

LAS VEGAS
ARMAND HAMMER UNITED
WORLD COLLEGE

Du, Julian

LOS ALAMOS
LOS ALAMOS H. S.

Bathrick-Price, Hudson
Bent, Gavin
Bock, Adis
Davis, Lydia Y.
Marshall, Aislinn
Niklasson, Liv
Phan, Nguyen
Plohr, Tate
Viswanathan, Aditya

PERALTA
HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL

Elias, Ean

RIO RANCHO
THE ASK ACADEMY

Jones, Cameron

RIO RANCHO H. S.
Kalaga, Avinash

RUIDOSO
RUIDOSO H. S.

Lewis, Benjamin
McEwen, Samuel

SANDIA PARK
EAST MOUNTAIN H. S.

Elmore, Ethan R.

SANTA FE
MANDELA INTERNATIONAL
MAGNET SCHOOL

Razatos, Salvador
Wolf, Jackson

THE MASTERS PROGRAM
Smith, Malcolm

NEW MEXICO SCHOOL FOR
THE ARTS

Cathey, Raya
Lee, Jasper W.

SANTA FE PREPARATORY
SCHOOL

Bleichmar, Gabriel
Furlanetto, William C.
Leon-Lubowicz, Thomas
MacDonald, Audrey G.
Szczepanski, Nikhil F.

SOCORRO
SOCORRO H. S.

Zhang, Sophia

TOHATCHI
TOHATCHI H. S.

Denetclaw, Catherine


