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Semifinalists in the 2027 National Merit® Scholarship Program

(Evanston, Illinois) Today officials of National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC®)
announced the names of more than 16,000 Semifinalists in the 72”4 annual National Merit
Scholarship Program. These academically talented high school seniors have an opportunity to
continue in the competition for about 6,700 National Merit Scholarships worth approximately
$24 million that will be offered next spring. To be considered for a Merit Scholarship® award,
Semifinalists must fulfill several requirements to advance to the Finalist level of the competition.
About 95 percent of the Semifinalists are expected to attain Finalist standing, and approximately
half of the Finalists will win a National Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit Scholar®title.

NMSC, a not-for-profit organization that operates without government assistance, was
established in 1955 specifically to conduct the annual National Merit Scholarship Program.
Scholarships are underwritten by NMSC with its own funds and by about 260 business organiza-
tions, higher education institutions, and individual donors that share NMSC’s goals of honoring

the nation’s scholastic champions and encouraging the pursuit of academic excellence.

-more-
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Steps in the 2027 Competition

Over 1.2 million juniors in about 20,000 high schools entered the 2027 National Merit
Scholarship Program by taking the 2025 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen of program entrants. The nationwide pool
of Semifinalists, representing less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, includes the
highest-scoring entrants in each state. The number of Semifinalists in a state is proportional to the

state’s percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

To become a Finalist, the Semifinalist and a high school official must submit a detailed
scholarship application, in which they provide information about the Semifinalist’s academic record,
participation in school and community activities, demonstrated leadership abilities, employment,
and honors and awards received. A Semifinalist must have an outstanding academic record
throughout high school, be endorsed and recommended by a high school official, write an essay, and

earn SAT® or ACT® scores that confirm the student’s earlier performance on the qualifying test.

From over 16,000 Semifinalists, more than 15,000 are expected to advance to the Finalist
level, and in February they will be notified of this designation. All National Merit Scholarship
winners will be selected from this group of Finalists. Merit Scholar designees are selected on the
basis of their skills, accomplishments, and potential for success in rigorous college studies, without

regard to gender, race, ethnic origin, or religious preference.

National Merit Scholarships

Three types of National Merit Scholarships will be offered in the spring of 2027. Every
Finalist will compete for one of 2,500 National Merit® $2500 Scholarships that will be awarded
on a state-representational basis. About 700 corporate-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards will be
provided by approximately 120 corporations and business organizations for Finalists who meet their
specified criteria, such as children of the grantor’s employees or residents of communities where
sponsor plants or offices are located. In addition, about 140 colleges and universities are expected
to finance some 3,500 college-sponsored Merit Scholarship awards for Finalists who will attend the

sponsor institution.

National Merit Scholarship winners of 2027 will be announced in four nationwide news re-
leases beginning in April and concluding in July. These scholarship recipients will join over 395,000
other distinguished young people who have earned the Merit Scholar title.

# O#  #

NMSC, National Merit, Merit Scholarship, Merit Scholar, and the corporate “Lamp of Learning” logo —! are federally registered service
marks of National Merit Scholarship Corporation. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of National Merit Scholarship Corporation and College
Board. SAT is a registered trademark of College Board. ACT is a registered trademark of ACT, Inc.
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PENNSYLVANIA

ABINGTON
ABINGTON H. S.
Richman, Samuel R.

ALLENTOWN
PARKLAND H. S.

Garikapati, Vanshika
Hussain, Muhammadali
Keerthi, Harshita
Nagar, Aditya
Win, Jonathan
Xu, Daniel
Yao, Jayden

ALLISON PARK
HAMPTON H. S.
Sattler, Vivian

Sutterlin, Connor

AMBLER
WISSAHICKON H. S.

Bacon, Nathan
Chang, Ha

Chang, Joseph
Cohen, Bailey
Khanna, Mihir
Sirni, Avery

ARDMORE

LOWER MERION H. S.
Carreon-Sanchez, Julia
Chotiner, Ace
Gerson, Eloise
Gorman, Thomas
Grandwetter, Sam
Hachadoorian, August
Lancaster, Sydney
Liu, Gavin
McGrew, Sarah
Ribeiro Vecino, Ari
Van, Brennan
Waanders, Elias
Weatherwax, Alexa
Xia, Terrance
Yovel, Ben
Zhang, Claire

ASTON
SUN VALLEY H. S.
Buck, Edward T.

BALA CYNWYD
MESIVTAH. S. OF
GREATER PHILADELPHIA

Weintraub, Yitzchak N.

BENSALEM
HOLY GHOST PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
Hoffman, Chase

SCHOOL LANE CHARTER SCHOOL
Ngo, Brandon

BERWYN
CONESTOGAH. S.

Agrawal, Advay
Akins, William R.
Benakanakere, Kamya
Chen, Alvin L.
Corbett, Jackson E.
Du, Ashley X.
Feng, Chenling
Feng, David S.
Fernando, Mithra S.
Gennarelli, Katherine A.
Huang, Lola W.
Jain, Yashvi Amitkumar
Ji, Wenting
Kan, Calvin S.
Kudalugodaarachchi, Ayanka
Kumar, Aarush
Li, Jessica Y.
Martin, Paul Z.

Maryam, Nuha
Matam, Rohit S.
McDonald, Wesley L.
Mudaliar, Krish E.
Mussani, Issaam |I.
Mussani, Ramiz I.
Patel, Amvi A.
Putumbaka, Yuvan K.
Rohe, Sophia J.
Sikder, Prajit
Sivaraman, Shrihan
Sun, Ethan D.
Uehara, Keiji
Vignesh, Vishruth
Wang, Emily S.
Wang, Kimberly Y.
Wieser, Alexandra
Wu, Andy

Wu, Sophia Z.
Yang, Danyan
Zhao, Dan

Zhao, Gavin Z.
Zhong, Tina

BETHLEHEM
MORAVIAN ACADEMY
Manja, Makay!
Qian, Gavin
Yang, Madeline

BLOOMSBURG
CENTRAL COLUMBIAH. S.
Chen, Martin

BRYN MAWR
BALDWIN SCHOOL

Kaplan, Aviva
Khojasteh, Nava
Legate-Yang, Vivian
Li, Yee-Yee
Ma, Caroline
Shevade, Hanna
Smith, Sophie
Tang, Lisa
Thirumaran, Mano
Walker, Kyla
Wang, Emily
Wu, Sarah

JACK M. BARRACK
HEBREW ACADEMY
Relles, Aiven G.

THE SHIPLEY SCHOOL
Charbonneau, Mia
Dechiario, Bennett
Kelleher, Cian
Nesbitt, Emily
Tsvetkov, Lilla

CENTER VALLEY
SOUTHERN LEHIGH H. S.
Guduru, Akshaya
Zappulla, William

CHESTER
YSC ACADEMY
Lorenz, Charles
Ruf, John

COLLEGEVILLE

HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL

McGlaughlin, Patrick

CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP
NORTH CATHOLIC H. S.
Pavlic, Alannah

DALLAS
DALLAS H. S.
Bradshaw, Patrick M.

DALLASTOWN
DALLASTOWN AREA H. S.
Wu, Allen H.

DENVER

COCALICOH. S.
Borelli Hoh, Emmett

DOWNINGTOWN

DOWNINGTOWN H. S. WEST
Kerwin, James L.
Yerrapatruni, Saran Sukla

DOWNINGTOWN STEM ACADEMY
Jain, Shauna
Kondoor, Diya
Krothapalli, Vyom
Luo, Hannah
Mehta, Arav
Nagaraj, Harivighnesh
Padhy, Sejal
Potdar, Shreyan
Solanki, Neel
Vadla, Shreyaj
Vobilisetty, Siri
Vytla, Saisubbarayudu
Wani, Ojas
Yadav, Sukriti
Yang, Tongye
Zhang, Zoe

BISHOP SHANAHAN H. S.
Melcher, Lila H.
Pham, Minh
Voss, Clare E.

DOYLESTOWN

CENTRAL BUCKS H. S. EAST
Awasthi, Aarav
Dixit, Krish
Dong, Justin
Ponamgi, Salil
Tang, Kayden
Tomlinson, Tyler
Wang, Asher
Zhou, Jixuan

CENTRAL BUCKS H. S. WEST
Franks, Hudson
Medi, Abhinav
Zhang, Angela

EAGLEVILLE

METHACTON H. S.
Hermus, Ashley
Laconis, Vincent A.
Mahajan, Rohit
McAvoy, Nathaniel D.
Patel, Bhavi S.
Wang, Jeremy
Yoon, Justin
Zhu, Eric

EASTON

HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL
Ugochuku, Zachariah

ELIZABETHTOWN

ELIZABETHTOWN AREA H. S.
Kleis, Laura

EMMAUS

EMMAUS H. S.
Chan, Justin
Muthiah, Meenapriya

EPHRATA

EPHRATAH. S.
Calkins, Evan

ERIE

MC DOWELL H. S.
Person, Connor D.
Rudd, Hunter D.

NORTHWEST PENNSYLVANIA
COLLEGIATE ACADEMY
Xu, Serena

EXTON

DOWNINGTOWN H. S. EAST
Barige, Sana
Chinna Narasappa Gar,
Gautham Sai Reddy
Devabhakthuni, Saanvi P.
Doke, Atharva
Elluru, Advaith
Karusala, Tejas
Kurma, Rishika
Kurukunda, Aadi
Nigam, Ahaan

Pan, Sophia L.
Siddani, Supreeth
Soni, Anoushka
Thakkar, Nihal P.
Vanacharla, Nithya M.

FAIRLESS HILLS
PENNSBURY H. S.
Dhar, Debarghya
Mastil, Michaela
Patel, Rayhaan
Seidler, Daniel
Stone, Nathaniel

FORT WASHINGTON
GERMANTOWN ACADEMY
Winter, Chase
Yu, Andy

UPPER DUBLIN H. S.
Axler, Lily
Lee, Matthew
Narayanasamy, AvaSivani
Notary, Josiah
Peng, Jacob

GIBSONIA
PINE - RICHLAND H. S.
Martin, Adalyn

GLEN MILLS
GARNET VALLEY H. S.

Are, Saketh
Boddepalli, Yojit
Czerwinski, Charlie
Deng, Matthew
He, Eden
Jinu, Ryan
Sridhar, Shruti
Varadha, Vaibhav

GREENSBURG
HEMPFIELD AREA H. S.
Legg, Brayden R.

HANOVER
SOUTH WESTERN H. S.
Graham, Isaac J.
Yang, Alex

HARBORCREEK
HARBOR CREEK H. S.
Scarpitti, Alexander

HARRISBURG
CENTRAL DAUPHIN H. S.
Freitag, Annabelle E.

HARRISON CITY
PENN - TRAFFORD H. S.
Wei, Benjamin

HAVERFORD
THE HAVERFORD SCHOOL

Dixon, Eli J.
Greenblatt, Joshua A.
Lentz, Thomas B.
Lo, Matthew A.
Othie, Anantvir S.
Thomas, Jayden

HAVERTOWN
HAVERFORD H. S.
Dan, Vivien
Gibbs, Evelyn
Ingraffia, Everett
Kullen, Nathaniel

HELLERTOWN
SAUCON VALLEY H. S.
Pakzad, Ryan

HERMITAGE
HICKORY H. S.
McConnell, Jacob

HERSHEY

HERSHEY H. S.
DiGiovanna, Claire
Hu, Aaron
Naik, Sanskriti
Tanjung, Sophia
Wingert, Erik
Zhu, Albert



Semifinalists: 2027 National Merit Scholarship Program
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HOLLAND
COUNCIL ROCK H. S. SOUTH

Gromosaik, Alex
Kearney, Connor T.
Kutyeva, Elizaveta
Petry, Lily
Tartakovsky, Maria
Xue, Sarah

HUMMELSTOWN
LOWER DAUPHIN H. S.
Brenneman, Christopher
Mayer, Nova

HUNTINGDON VALLEY
LOWER MORELAND H. S.
Chiang, Amber M.
Manilov, Ari D.
Xie, Patrick F.

JENKINTOWN
ABINGTON FRIENDS SCHOOL
Airan-Javia, Radha
Lee, Joseph

KENNETT SQUARE
KENNETT H. S.
Borkoski, Maile

UNIONVILLE H. S.
Cai, Winston
Chou, Alicia
Coutinho, Emma
Fonseka, Methuki
Gushurst, Nathaniel
He, Yuxuan
Jain, Paridhi
Joginapally, Aarnav
Krausz, Liam
Morina, Isabella
Nie, Mia
Ozcan, Sera
Rayos, Dominic
Sherman, Timothy
Truong, Tiffany
Tucker, Michael
Yu, Brendon

KING OF PRUSSIA
UPPER MERION AREA H. S.
Doan, Dillon

LANCASTER
LANCASTER COUNTRY
DAY SCHOOL

Elbarbary, Yara
Giunta, Owen
Liu, Jiashen
Weiss, Nathaniel

MANHEIM TOWNSHIP H. S.
Heller, Bek M.
Song, Isabella M.

LANGHORNE
NESHAMINY H. S.
Bathula, Mahathi
Chen, Vic

LANSDALE
LANSDALE CATHOLIC H. S.
Roberts, James F.
Tiech, Anna K.

NORTH PENN H. S.
Jeong, Hayeon
Kim, Cassandra
Nelson, Keira
Patel, Heer
Plummer, Celeste
Pochampally, Surya
Rajan, Haritha
Saha, Srijani
Soliman, Ali
Sonani, Aesha

LEETSDALE
QUAKER VALLEY H. S.
Bartels, Rachel

LEWISBURG
LEWISBURG AREA H. S.
Pratt, Harry

MALVERN

GREAT VALLEY H. S.
Dickerson, William H.
Kundra, Rohan
Pinisetty, Arnav
Prasanna, Advay
Sansone, Justin V.
Shahpurwala, Abizer T.
Shanker, Shruthi
Singh, Atharva Raj

MALVERN PREPARATORY
SCHOOL
O'Byrne, Declan R.

MARS
MARS AREAH. S.
Nam, Grace

MC DONALD
SOUTH FAYETTE H. S.
Barth, Persephone
Ghanta, Harshith Krishna
Manda, Saishree

MC KEES ROCKS
MONTOUR H. S.
Chacon, Ethan T.

MECHANICSBURG
CUMBERLAND VALLEY H. S.
Bawa, Aveer
Behal, Pranav
Lee, Junhee
Makki, Ram
Patel, Kavish
Peter, Neil
Sau, Urjit

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

Sarode, Ashwin

MEDIA
PENNCRESTH. S.
Cummings, Owen
Dhillon, Amar

MERCERSBURG
MERCERSBURG ACADEMY
Hu, Ethan
Yang, Ellie

MERION STATION
MERION MERCY ACADEMY
Fernandes, Anika

MILLERSVILLE
PENN MANOR H. S.
Frey, Nathaniel
Myer, Eliza

MOON TOWNSHIP
MOON AREAH. S.
Neff, Logan
Ulewicz, Derek

MOSCOW
NORTH POCONO H. S.
O'Donnell, Sarah

MOUNT JOY
DONEGAL H. S.
Monk, Selena C.

MURRYSVILLE
FRANKLIN REGIONAL H. S.
Anzaar, Humna
Arkalgud, Akash
Reddyvari, Vedanth

NAZARETH
NAZARETH AREA H. S.
Adavan, Adhitiya Varun
Chemmannur, Gyan

NEW HOPE
NEW HOPE - SOLEBURY H. S.
Generaux, Aiden
Kesisoglou, Dimitris
Redfield, Nora

NEWTOWN
COUNCIL ROCK H. S. NORTH

Albucker, Lillie R.
Allampally, SreeNithya
Goesling, Avery
Kapure, Sharvil S.
Kothawala, Moiz M.
Lao, Daniel Z.
Lee, Ivan S.
Vatsya, Naivedya S.
Wu, Kevin
Xiao, Joyce

GEORGE SCHOOL
Ferencz, Katherine
Wang, Yinghemei

NEWTOWN SQUARE
THE EPISCOPAL ACADEMY

Casey, Ellen H.
Jiang, Natalie
Kulkarni, Arjun
Mihalakis, Darian D.
Myers, Connor M.
Shi, Karen
Wen, Ryan
Zhang, Kyle

NORTH HUNTINGDON
NORWIN H. S.
Laney, Grayson J.

NORTHAMPTON
NORTHAMPTON AREA H. S.
Barnhorst, Ada

PENNSBURG
PERKIOMEN SCHOOL
Chae, Ajin

PHILADELPHIA
CENTRALH. S.

Aji, Sohail
Kaushik, Vrishab
Peng, Alexander
Tangeman, Meredith C.
Tobacman, Sarah R.
Zelinger, Zoey P.
Zhang, Alina P.

FRIENDS SELECT SCHOOL
Kim, Parker
Smith, Hannah

GERMANTOWN FRIENDS SCHOOL

Baxter, Esme
Bekelman, Eliana

Berk, Charles

Gupta, Avni
Hong-Goranin, Charlotte
Liu, Xingzhi

Orenstein, Mikaela
Stumacher, Sarah

Tu, Chi-Hsuan

HOMESCHOOL / ONLINE SCHOOL

Costello, Adrian P.

JULIA R. MASTERMAN
LABORATORY AND
DEMONSTRATION SCHOOL
Daly, Eoin M.
Diggs, Daniel

WILLIAM PENN CHARTER SCHOOL

Adewunmi, Moyosoreoluwa
Debell, Margaux
Lodhavia, Anay

ST. JOSEPH'S PREPARATORY
SCHOOL

Cosgrove, Ethan

Cosgrove, Xavier

Finn, Harry

Jung, Maxwell

Kaufer, Kael

Ngai, Andrew

Wirsul, Gavin

PITTSBURGH

TAYLOR ALLDERDICE H. S.
Chakrabarti, Kiran
Gildengers, Alberto R.
Krishnan, Sathya S.

FOX CHAPEL AREA H. S.
Chan, Zachary

Chu, Nathan
Gamblin, Brynn
Goode, Simon
Nimr, Adam
Sayrak, Ozlem

MOUNT LEBANON H. S.
Burton, Matthew S.
Curran, Joseph H.
Magleby-Lambert, Eve M.
Markowitz, Hannah R.
Miller, Allie E.

NORTH HILLS H. S.
Lipinski, Wyatt J.
Woodside, William G.

SHADY SIDE ACADEMY H. S.
Bi, Alexander
Chen, Evan
Gong, Ryan
Jho, Justin
Jiang, Ethan
Jin, Xuanning
Li, Moyang
Marcus, Leonard
Moraski, Boden
Ngan, Justin
Shi, Allison
Singhi, Anju
Thompson, Kiran
Uzman, Ozge

WINCHESTER THURSTON SCHOOL

Alissa, Sami
Gonzalez-Rychener, Nicolas
Gredler, Ethan

lyer, Jack

Kaynar, Yalkin

Kim, Hyunsoo

Pai, Kiran

PLYMOUTH MEETING
PLYMOUTH WHITEMARSH H. S.
Nasatir, Leo

POTTSTOWN

COVENTRY CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

Hannah-Scanlin, Xena

THE HILL SCHOOL
Chai, Shirui
Cheng, Lillian J.

OWEN J. ROBERTS H. S.
Pola, Sejal Haasini
Putumbaka, Vihaan K.

QUAKERTOWN
QUAKERTOWN COMMUNITY H. S.

Tuck, Aeryn
Wagner, Vaughn

RADNOR
GRAYSON SCHOOL
Lee, Jacob

RADNORH. S.
Dong, Diana
Dougherty, Nadia
Engstrom, Noah D.
Henofer, John
Merriam, Natalie
Ramesh, Anthony
Tyburski, Natalie
Zeng, Alice

READING
EXETER TOWNSHIP H. S.
Tao, Sophia J.

ROSEMONT

HARRITON H. S.
Ahmad, Zain
Banerjee, Prabhas
Bonney, Nikhil W.
Brown, Corinne
Chou, Conner
Cobitz, Harrison
Dhanwada, Ronika
Duranton, Natalia
Feng, Andrew
Fenkel, Ezra
Gavrin, Rachel
Jayanthi, Navin
Laetsch, Charlotte
Levy, Dahlia
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Song, Vivienne
Speer-Zisook, Leander
Toikka, Paavo

AGNES IRWIN SCHOOL
Amirault, Amelia
White, Delaney E.

ROYERSFORD
SPRING - FORD H. S.

Alexander, Tejas B.
Arora, Sachika
Chirumamilla, Ranvitha C.
Clements, Tola J.
Kar, Aadrit R.
Malneedi, Laasyakrishna
Sullivan, Alexandra G.

SEWICKLEY
SEWICKLEY ACADEMY
Di Domenico, Giovanni
Kopf, Maxime

SOUDERTON
SOUDERTON AREAH. S.
Huang, Luke L.

SOUTH ABINGTON
ABINGTON HEIGHTS H. S.
Moore, Nolan

SPRINGFIELD
CARDINAL O'HARA H. S.
O'Shea, Justin

STATE COLLEGE
STATE COLLEGE AREAH. S.

Ali, Safa
Ballora-Wang, lan
Brown, Nate
Cozine, Gillian
Elliott, Gideon
Haas, Sofia
Halferty, Taliesin
Hayes, John
Lee, Junah
Maggs, Tayler
Palmatier, Philip
Shea, Michael
Wang, Justina
Wang, Shannon
Widga, Sophia
Zhang, Evan
Zhang, Rachel
Zhang, Yidi

SWIFTWATER
POCONO MOUNTAIN EASTH. S.
Oh, Samuel H.

TYRONE
GRIER SCHOOL
Dai, Xinyan

UPPER ST. CLAIR
UPPER ST. CLAIRH. S.
Beitler, Joshua
Biedrzycki, Molly
Inampudi, Rohan
Kommineni, Nithya
McLeod, Preston

WALLINGFORD
STRATH HAVEN H. S.

Dixit, Lavanya
Garson, Madeline
Griffin, Franklin
Kerkstra, Clark
Shao, Sophia
Yang, Joy
Zhang, Emily

WARRINGTON
CENTRAL BUCKS H. S. SOUTH
Cho, Alexis Y.
Krishnamoorthy, Saisanthosh
Mankar, Satvik
Patel, Lakshya
Yugeswardeenoo, Dharunish

WEST CHESTER
B. REED HENDERSON H. S.
Bowser, Ethan P.
Christoff, Seamus
Fisher, Audrey W.
Jones, Cerys J.
Nair, ViJay V.
Shah, Shrey G.
Verma, Anvi

PENNSYLVANIA LEADERSHIP
CHARTER SCHOOL

Lord, Nathaniel

Walish, John

Wei, Ethan

Widmann, Jacob

BAYARD RUSTIN H. S.
Miller, Christian J.
Swett, Liam J.

WEST CHESTER EAST H. S.
Muthaiyan, Pranoy D.

WEST GROVE
AVON GROVE CHARTER SCHOOL
Mullen, Benjamin J.

WEXFORD
NORTH ALLEGHENY H. S.

Aravindan, Nitin
Arora, Sanjeev
Bai, Randy
Betancourt, Gabriel
Foy, Fiona
Johnson, Ethan
Kaneri, Yuvaan
Mao, David
Muralidharan, Kaartic
Peng, Eric
Puri, Kavin
Rahman, Ziyad
Starck, Ashley
Vardhan, Aayushi
Wang, Bryan
Yan, Sophie
Yang, Casey

WHITEHALL
WHITEHALL H. S.
Zhang, Serena

WYNCOTE
CHELTENHAM H. S.
Foxhall, Nayan

WYNDMOOR
LA SALLE COLLEGE H. S.
Bishop, Brian P.
Holloran, Sean B.
O'Curran, Colin A.
Perry, Andrew S.

WYNNEWOOD
FRIENDS CENTRAL SCHOOL
Barak, Ari
Chiang, Gemma
Costa, Silas
Stifel, Miles

WYOMISSING
WYOMISSING AREAH. S.
Peris, Madeline

YORK
YORK CATHOLIC H. S.
Sprunger, Joelle A.



